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DETAILED ACTION 
This action is in response to the reply filed on February 15, 2007 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Eliasson (U.S. 4,352,582). 

In regards to Claim 1 and 3, Eliasson discloses a locking mechanism for 
selectively locking a binder in various positions between fully folded and closed to fully 
unfolded and opened, comprising: an axially movable locking rail 13, a plurality of 
locking rail hooks 1 1 , said locking rail being detachably interconnectable with said 
locking rail hooks (Column 3, Lines 39 - 45), a locking button 20, said locking button 
having a push button element 22, said locking button being connectable with said 
locking rail (Column 3, Lines 35 - 39) and a spring/strap element 28 (Column 3, Lines 
45 - 46; Figure 4). Eliasson further discloses projections from the lateral flange which 
can be used to guide a portion of the spring (Column 3, Lines 50 - 54) wherein this 
portion is similar to that of a projection 21 disclosed by Applicant. 

Eliasson does not disclose wherein the locking button has the spring/strap 
element and where a wherein a downward force exerted on said push button element 
extends said spring/strap element, thereby exerting an axial force on said locking rail, 
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urging said locking rail axially toward said push button, allowing locking of the binder in 
a first position, and removal of a downward force on said push button allows said spring 
element to exert an axial force on said Locking rail, urging said Locking rail axially away 
from said push button, allowing Locking of the binder in a second position. 

However, Eliasson discloses the same structural elements of the binder as 
Applicant and the sole difference is in the spring/strap element not being integral with 
the locking button on the pivoting portion. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the locking button 
and spring/strap element on piece along the pivoting portion, because it has been held 
that forming in one piece an article which has formerly been formed in two pieces and 
put together involves only routine skill in the art In re Larson, 340 F.2d 965, 968, 144 
USPQ 347, 349 (CCPA 1965). The modification would create the applicants invention 
wherein a downward force exerted on said push button element extends said 
spring/strap element, thereby exerting an axial force on said locking rail, urging said 
locking rail axially toward said push button, allowing locking of the binder in a first 
position, and removal of a downward force on said push button allows said spring 
element to exert an axial force on said locking rail, urging said locking rail axially away 
from said push button, allowing locking of the binder in a second position; because the 
spring/strap now attaches to the projections from the flange just as Applicant's invention 
along with the push button pivoting. 
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In regards to Claim 2, as applied to Claim 1 , the modification of Eliasson would 
require the spring/strap and push button to be on mutually opposite ends since the push 
button lies outside of the binder apparatus and the spring lays inside. 

In regards to Claim 4, as applied to Claim 3, the modification of Eliasson further 
discloses locking button consists of plastic material (Column 3, Lines 4-5) 

In regards to Claim 5, as applied to Claim 2, the modification of Eliasson further 
discloses wherein the spring is a bow shaped hook with a curved end 29 (Column 3, 
Lines 45 - 47, 50 - 51 ; Figure 4, Items 28, 29). 

In regards to Claim 6, as applied to Claim 5, the modification of Eliasson further 
discloses that adding the spring 28 to the connection of pin member 26 along with 
pivoting point would create a thicker part than just the spring. 

In regards to Claim 7, as applied to Claim 6, the modification of Eliasson further 
discloses wherein the pivoting articulation (at pin 26 extending from 23) extends 
perpendicularly outwards from a laterally situated end wail in the locking button (Column 
3, Lines 17-21; Figure 5, Item 26). 

In regards to Claim 8, as applied to Claim 7, the modification of Eliasson further 
discloses wherein a bow shaped accommodating part 25 (Column 3, Lines 14-21; 
Figure 5, Items 25, 26) extends along the pivoting articulation for the accommodation of 
a hook shaped (created by notch 16) end part by the locking rail. 

In regards to Claim 9, as applied to Claim 2, the modification of Eliasson further 
discloses wherein the back of the binder exhibits a cavity to accommodate the locking 
rail and the locking button with its spring therein (Figures 1 and 2), whereby the finger- 
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operated push-button of the locking button is capable of being accommodated by its 
pivoting articulation part in an axially open part of the cavity (Column 3, Lines 31 - 35; 
Figure 1 , Item 22) and the spring makes contact with its end part against a pointed part 
in the back of the binder thereof (Column 3, Lines 50 - 54). 

In regards to Claim 10, as applied to Claim 6, the modification of Eliasson further 
discloses wherein the locking button exhibits a pointed part (on piece 25, opposite 26) 
which is so arranged to interact with an angled part of the cavity in the back of the 
binder to enable a support to be formed for the locking button that is capable of pivotal 
action (Figure 1 , abutment of locking button on intersection of wall 1 8 and flange 2). 

In regards to Claim 1 1 , as applied to Claim 3, the modification of Eliasson further 
discloses wherein the spring is a bow shaped hook with a curved end 29 (Column 3, 
Lines 45 - 47, 50 - 51 ; Figure 4, Items 28, 29). 

In regards to Claim 12, as applied to Claim 4, the modification of Eliasson further 
discloses wherein the spring is a bow shaped hook with a curved end 29 (Column 3, 
Lines 45 - 47, 50 - 51 ; Figure 4, Items 28, 29). 

In regards to Claim 13, as applied to Claim 1 1 , the modification of Eliasson 
further discloses that adding the spring 28 to the connection of pin member 26 along 
with pivoting point would create a thicker part than just the spring. 

In regards to Claim 14, as applied to Claim 12, the modification of Eliasson 
further discloses that adding the spring 28 to the connection of pin member 26 along 
with pivoting point would create a thicker part than just the spring. 
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In regards to Claim 15, as applied to Claim 13, the modification of Eliasson 
further discloses wherein the pivoting articulation (at pin 26 extending from 23) extends 
perpendicularly outwards from a laterally situated end wall in the locking button (Column 
3, Lines 17 - 21 ; Figure 5, Item 26). 

In regards to Claim 16, as applied to Claim 14, the modification of Eliasson 
further discloses wherein the pivoting articulation (at pin 26 extending from 23) extends 
perpendicularly outwards from a laterally situated end wall in the locking button (Column 
3, Lines 17-21; Figure 5, Item 26). 

In regards to Claim 17, as applied to Claim 15, the modification of Eliasson 
further discloses wherein a bow shaped accommodating part 25 (Column 3, Lines 14 - 
21 ; Figure 5, Items 25, 26) extends along the pivoting articulation for the 
accommodation of a hook shaped (created by notch 16) end part by the locking rail. 

In regards to Claim 18, as applied to Claim 16, the modification of Eliasson 
further discloses wherein a bow shaped accommodating part 25 (Column 3, Lines 14 - 
21; Figure 5, Items 25, 26) extends along the pivoting articulation for the 
accommodation of a hook shaped (created by notch 16) end part by the locking rail. 

In regards to Claim 19, as applied to Claim 15, the modification of Eliasson 
further discloses an wherein the back of the binder exhibits a cavity to accommodate 
the locking rail and the locking button with its spring therein (Figure 1, Items 13, 20, 28 
are in the cavity), whereby the finger-operated push-button of the locking button is 
capable of being accommodated by its pivoting articulation part in an axially open part 
of the cavity (Column 3, Lines 31 - 35; Figure 1 , Item 22) and the spring makes contact 
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with its end part against a pointed part in the back of the binder thereof (Column 3, 
Lines 50 - 54), the locking button exhibits a pointed part (on piece 25, opposite 26) 
which is so arranged to interact with an angled part of the cavity in the back of the 
binder to enable a support to be formed for the locking button that is capable of pivotal 
action (Figure 1, abutment of locking button on intersection of wall 18 and flange 2). 

In regards to Claim 20, as applied to Claim 16, the modification of Eliasson 
further discloses an wherein the back of the binder exhibits a cavity to accommodate 
the locking rail and the locking button with its spring therein (Figure 1, Items 13, 20, 28 
are in the cavity), whereby the finger-operated push-button of the locking button is 
capable of being accommodated by its pivoting articulation part in an axially open part 
of the cavity (Column 3, Lines 31 - 35; Figure 1 , Item 22) and the spring makes contact 
with its end part against a pointed part in the back of the binder thereof (Column 3, 
Lines 50 - 54), the locking button exhibits a pointed part (on piece 25, opposite 26) 
which is so arranged to interact with an angled part of the cavity in the back of the 
binder to enable a support to be formed for the locking button that is capable of pivotal 
action (Figure 1, abutment of locking button on intersection of wall 18 and flange 2). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's amendments have made the claims more clear, therefore the 1 12 
rejection has been withdrawn along with the claim objections. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 - 20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pradeep C. Battula whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2142. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:00AM - 
4:30PM and every other Friday from 7:00AM to 3:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Monica S. Carter can be reached on 571-272-4475. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

PCB 

Patent Examiner ^ a • s\ 



May 17, 2007 




